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Animal Services contact:  
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Melinda McLaughlin, APR, Public Information Director, at 541.682.5124 

Make Sure Your Pets are Safe During Fireworks  

July 4 is a day of celebration, and sometimes the celebration can start early and end late. For 
pets this can be a frightening, and potentially dangerous, time. Fireworks, loud noises and large 
gatherings of family and friends can all serve as catalysts for pet incidents including lost or 
injured pets, as well as bites.  

Make a Plan for Your Pet’s Safety 

 Noise –  
 Make sure pets are secured in a safe and quiet place during times when 

fireworks will be going off.  
  If a pet is extremely sensitive, call your veterinarian ahead of time to check if 

medication may help keep them calm. Carefully monitor any pet on medications. 
 Outside your home - Keep dogs on a leash.  
 Crowds –  

 Be aware of and anticipate your pet’s reactions to unusual activities and people. 
If your pet is not used to crowds and/or does not know visitors, introduce them 
carefully and monitor their activity and comfort level. If there is a potential 
problem, address it by securing them in a safe place away from activities.  

 Dogs can misread horseplay between people as an attack and become 
protective of their loves ones or get excited, leading to bites. Be aware of and 
anticipate your pet’s reactions to unusual activities and people.  

 Fireworks –  
 Secure animals away from any area where you will be setting off fireworks. If 

your pet is sensitive, or if you don’t know how they will react to the noise of 
fireworks, secure them in a safe, peaceful location.  

 Don’t let any pet chase fireworks. 
 Picnics and Barbecues – be aware that children with food in their hands are at risk of 

bites by dogs reaching for the food and ensure the children are protected.  
 Other animals –  

 Ensure your dog is safe from other dogs that are loose, and keep them at a 
distance 

 Be aware that breaking up a dog fight is risky and that owners are frequently 
bitten when intervening.  

 Hot weather –  
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 Ensure your pets have a lot of convenient water and a cool place to retreat when 
it is hot. Remember shade can be variable outside - Keep pets under a cool 
shelter or inside during peak hours when possible. 

 Never leave pets locked in cars, where in the summer the temperatures can 
reach to 120 degrees, even with the windows down. 

 Signs of heatstroke in pets include panting, staring, high fever, rapid heartbeat, 
vomiting, collapse and disobedience, among others. If you suspect heatstroke, 
call your veterinarian immediately and apply water-soaked towels to hairless 
areas of the animal’s body to lower its temperature.  

 Just as for humans, too much exercise during hot weather can cause 
overheating. Consider walks during cooler times of the day. 

 If you take your pet hiking, make sure you pack food and water for the animal. 

Enjoy a safe and happy 4th of July! 
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